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VYOLUNTEER OF THE QUARTER

We have decided to acknowledge one of our outstanding volunteers every quarter.
We appreciate everything everyone does for the Court and would like to brag about
the fine work being done, even in these challenging times. Please join us in congratu-
lating our first Volunteer of the Quarter,

Sue has been volunteering for the Court since 1975! She has done it all and contin-
ues to go above and beyond during this difficult time. Sue has learned her way around
the virtual world and has been completing Adult Guardianship Reviews right and left!
Sue is always ready to help out where needed. Sue has taken several of our newer
volunteers under her wing and showed them the art of doing guardianship reviews.
Thank you Sue for ALL you do!
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Ms. Kristyn Brendel, our new

Family Court Administrator!

Kristyn graduated from Central Michigan University in 2011
earning her Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science and
Psychology. From there, she attended Thomas M. Cooley
Law School and earned her Juris Doctor in 2014. After
graduation from law school, Kristyn moved to the Traverse
City area to be closer to her family and friends. Kristyn
became a volunteer with Probate & Family Court Volunteer
Services assisting the probate department with annual
accountings before accepting the position of Judicial
Assistant for Judge Stanton in 2016. Kristyn is now very
thrilled to have the opportunity to work as the Family Court
Administrator, a position she accepted in January 2021 after
Kris Randall retired. Kristyn loves spending time with her
fiancé, Brandon, and their 18-month-old son, Andrew. She
also loves reading mystery books, shopping downtown
Traverse City, and exploring all of the wonderful outdoor

. .~ * . activities this area has to offer.
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Learning Partners

We still have some Learning Partners matched with students, even
Lear.ning i |though we are not meeting face-to-face. Calls, emails, and US Mail
N has helped some keep in touch.

U
WParfners Neither TCAPS nor our Courts are allowing in-person meetings due to
Grand Traverse County | COVID-19. At this point, we are looking forward to a possible Summer

Probate & Family Court | Activity, and hoping for a full re-start in the Fall.
Volunteer Services

Thank you, Volunteers, for all of your efforts, and for those on "stand by"!



M While 2020 brought uncertainty
] ' to everything, our CASA cases
® were no exception. Since CASA
volunteers were not able to

C A S A meet in person, they performed

Court Appointed Special Advocates their case dUtIeS Vll’tua”y. At thIS
i time, those with current cases

MICHIGAN CASA, INC.  gre continuing to do what they WeEeBe|[eNeAeR
can virtually and have adapted phenomenally. We're
hopeful to plan a virtual training soon as things slowly Michigan CASA has been providing
begin to open back up. Thank to our CASA volunteers who webinars to attend on a monthly
have hung in there through this uncertain time! basis. They will be emailed to you as

they becoming available.

VYOLUNTEER OPDORTUNITIES

ACCOUNTING ASSISTANCE: Probate Court is in need of volunteers to assist
people in completing annual accounts and occasionally annual guardianship
reports. This would entail having knowledge of finances, calculation of interest,
using spreadsheets to tally expenses, the completion of court forms etc. Training
and support will be provided. This is not a long term commitment, reports are
completed case by case. Please let us know if you are interested and would like to
take the training. 231-922-4827

GUARDIANSHIP REVIEWERS for Adults and Minors: These state-mandated reviews focus on whether
the conditions that existed requiring guardianship are still present, as well as to determine if the person's
needs are being met. Volunteers fill out a report of their findings and return it to our office. Due to COVID-19
Guardianship Reviews are being done virtually. Zoom Meetings can be scheduled through our office or if you
prefer to schedule your own virtual meeting you can. Please call for more information 231-922-4827
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